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All comments on the project update are welcomed. Information is being collected in accordance with the Freedom of Information and

Protection of Privacy Act. With the exception of personal information, all comments will become part of the public record. If you have

accessibility requirements in order to participate in this project update, please contact one of the project team members listed on the last slide.

www.401bridgeimprovements.com

http://www.401bridgeimprovements.com/


PURPOSE

The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has retained McIntosh Perry

Consulting Engineers Ltd. to undertake this Detail Design and

Environmental Assessment study for the Highway 401 Palace Road

Bridge in the Town of Greater Napanee, County of Lennox &

Addington.

Please note that this project is separate from the Preliminary Design

and Class Environmental Assessment Study - Highway 401

Interchange Improvements at Palace Road (GWP 4197-13-00)

completed in March 2019.

This project is addressing minor repairs to the top of the bridge. The

purpose of the repairs is to extend the life of the bridge until it can be

replaced as part of the interchange improvements.

The purpose of this Project Update is to provide stakeholders and

the public with updated information regarding changes to the

construction sequencing and timing of the rehabilitation works.

As part of the update, you will have a chance to review the following:
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Project Description

Class Environmental Assessment Process

Existing Conditions

Proposed Works

Traffic Management ïStaging

Next Steps

Impacts and Mitigation

Consultation7
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Highway 401 Palace Road Bridge is located

approximately 3.4 km east of County Road 41 (Centre

Street North) in the Town of Greater Napanee, County of

Lennox & Addington and is part of the Palace Road

Interchange.

The Palace Road Bridge underwent major repairs in 1983,

1988 and 2012. The bridge is now nearing the end of its

service life and requires repair to ensure public safety.
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This project is being carried out in accordance with the approved environmental planning process

for Group óCôprojects (minor improvements to existing facilities) under the MTO Class

Environmental Assessment (Class EA) for Provincial Transportation Facilities (2000).

The purpose of this study is to determine how the repair strategy will impact existing

environmental conditions in the study area and to implement appropriate mitigation measures.

An Environmental Screening Document (ESD) has been prepared to summarize the

environmental assessment process, including:

Å A summary description of the project;

Å An outline of the Class EA process;

Å A description of the proposed works;

Å A summary of stakeholder and public consultation;

Å A description of the existing environmental conditions; and

Å A detailed description of anticipated environmental effects and recommended mitigation

measures that will be incorporated into the contract documents.

The ESD is kept on file with the MTO for internal use.

CLASS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PROCESS

Winter 2020 ïNotice of Study Commencement

Perform Field Investigations and Review Existing 

Conditions

Develop and Evaluate Design and Construction 

Staging Alternatives

Identify the Proposed Works, Impacts and Mitigation 

Measures 

Online Public Information Centre

Finalize the Proposed Works and Prepare 

Environmental Screening Document (ESD)

File ESD with the MTO
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PROPOSED W ORKS

Future Work

Å The Highway 401 Palace Road Bridge will be replaced with a new bridge within the next 5 to 8 years.  This project received environmental 

clearance in March 2019 (Highway 401 Interchange Improvements at Palace Road, GWP 4197-13-00). 

Scope of Current Work

Å Repairs of the bridge in both the eastbound and westbound directions, including: 

Å Removal of pavement;

Å Repair of concrete on top of bridge; and 

Å Paving.

Duration

Å Construction is expected to start in the Fall of 2021 for both the westbound and eastbound direction (estimated 4 weeks of construction).
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EXISTING STRUCTURAL CONDIT IONS

The Highway 401 Palace Road Bridge was constructed in 1960 (60 years old) and is considered to be in fair condition with deterioration of the

concrete and steel.

Pavement Surface

(unsealed cracks)
Expansion Joint

(light rusting, missing bolt, cracks, leaking) 

Pavement Surface

(unsealed cracks, and potholes) 
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Natural Environmental

Vegetation

Å Vegetation adjacent to the study area is a mix of croplands, 

pastures and abandoned fields; and

Å No rare species or vegetation communities were found. 

Wildlife and Species at Risk

Å Species at Risk (SAR) that are known to be present adjacent

to the bridge within the highway corridor include Eastern

Meadowlark and their habitat.

Archaeology 

ÅAn archeology assessment was completed for the Preliminary 

Design and Class Environmental Assessment Study - Highway 401 

Interchange Improvements at Palace Road (G.W.P. 4197-13-00) 

and is on file with the MTO. 

Cultural Heritage

ÅA Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report was completed for the 

Preliminary Design and Class Environmental Assessment Study -

Highway 401 Interchange Improvements at Palace Road (G.W.P. 

4197-13-00) and is on file with the MTO.

Land Use

ÅThe Town of Greater Napanee Official Plan designates the lands 

directly adjacent to the Highway 401 Provincial Highway as arterial 

commercial, central business, and rural.

Social/Cultural

EXISTING ENVIRONMENTAL CONDIT IONS
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TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT ïSTAGE 1
Highway 401 Palace Road Bridge

Å Work to start in Fall 2021.

Å Construction activities and traffic impacts to occur Monday to Thursday (daytime and overnight work); 

Å Highway 401 westbound off-ramp to Palace Road closed;

Å Highway 401 eastbound on-ramp from Palace Road closed; and

Å Eastbound and westbound lanes of traffic reduced to a single lane.
Å No traffic impacts Friday to Sunday or on statutory holidays.
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TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT ïSTAGE 2
Highway 401 Palace Road Bridge

Å Work to start in Fall 2021.

Å Construction activities and traffic impacts to occur Monday to Thursday (daytime and overnight work); 

Å Highway 401 westbound off-ramp to Palace Road closed;

Å Highway 401 eastbound on-ramp from Palace Road closed; and

Å Eastbound and westbound lanes of traffic reduced to a single lane.
Å No traffic impacts Friday to Sunday or on statutory holidays.
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TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT ïW ESTBOUND

Highway 401 Palace Road Bridge

Å Closures of the westbound off-ramp at Palace Road will be required in the Fall of 2021 from Monday to Thursday lasting for 4 weeks 

(estimated). 

Å During the ramp closures, Highway 401 traffic will use the County Road 41 interchange.

Å Advanced signage will be placed in locations along the affected roadways advising motorists of the ramp closures. 
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TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT ïEASTBOUND

Highway 401 Palace Road Bridge

Å Closures of the eastbound on-ramp at Palace Road will be required in the Fall of 2021 from Monday to Thursday lasting for 4 weeks 

(estimated).

Å During the ramp closures, Highway 401 traffic will use the County Road 41 interchange.

Å Advanced signage will be placed in locations along the affected roadways advising motorists of the ramp closures. 
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